BISMARCK

' Four times in two years Austria has successfully
played against us the game of claiming the whole ground
on which we stood, and we, after a little sparring, have
had to resign the half or so. Now, however, it is a mat-
ter of the last square foot on which it was still possible
for Prussia to take up a position. Made arrogant by her
successes, Austria not only demands that we, who call our-
selves a Great Power, and claim equality in our dual
rights, should sacrifice to her this last remnant of inde-
pendent position, but prescribes to us the forms in which
we are to make our abdication, imposes upon us an inde-
cent haste measured by hours, and denies us every equiva-
lent that might have offered a plaster for our wounds.
Not even an amendment in the declaration which Prussia
and Germany are to make do we dare resolutely to propose.
Pfordten settles matters with Austria because he believes
he may assume the acquiescence of Prussia; and if Bavaria
has spoken, then it is res judicata for Prussia. On simi-
lar occasions during the last two years we, at least at the
outset, laid a Prussian programme before the German
courts, but not one of them would come to a decision till
we had come to an explanation with Austria. Bavaria
now comes to an explanation with Vienna, and we fit into
the ruck with Darmstadt and Oldenburg. Therewith we
surrender the last thing they want of us for the time, and
when they have got the decision of the Bund, inclusive of
the Prussian vote, in their pocket, we shall soon see Buol
shrugging his shoulders, and regretting the impossibility
of overcoming the opposition of the Western Powers to
admitting us to the conference. In my feeling we cannot
calculate on Russia's support; for the Russians would very

well like the loss of temper which would ensue among us if
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